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Open Season
Take a whirl around centre court for the nation’s biggest tennis tournament —
the Australian Open

WORDS CARLA CARUSO

Scorching hot weather, zine-striped noses... and the Australian Tennis
Open. Th the as eating
fish and chips at the beach, and throwing the leftovers to the seagulls.

‘the 2008

and Melbourne Parkwillcertainly be centre court - and centre of the world
— on 14-27 January. No less than 500 of the globe’s top players will
descend upon Victoria's capital for the first of four annual Grand Slam

, tenais touraments, vith th largest prize-pool o date up fo grabs —
E U illion. (The men’s and we winne ‘h pocket a cool AUS1.37 million.)

Once again, the créme de la créme will lob i
champions, Switzerland’s Roger Federer, wl\o has been ranked men's world number one for  record
~breaking three years, and ‘Williams, who' number
seven, just above her sister, Venus.
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Samantha Stosur, Alicia Molik and Roger Federer will all be
swinging into Melbourne for the fi rst tennis tournament of 2008

The rest of the world's hi yers will also meet on includi

Justine Henin, who didn't attend last year's Open but has finished the year ranked women's world

number one, and Cypriot Marcos Baghdatis, ranked men’s world number 16 — a virtual unknown
ide the b e a ip to Federer at the Aussi in2006.

Acrowd attendance of more than 540,000 is expected at the tournament, with another 1.9 billion
set to watch from the comfort of their lounge rooms worldwide. The two main courts, Rod Laver
Arena and Vodafone Arena (Melbourne Park, Batman Ave, Melbourne, tel: +61 (3) 9286 1600),
which have retractable roofs in case of wet weather, will be hives of actiy

Py ot g o i, Pl syl it gt
former ised Rebound Ace. Th hasbeen dubbed

True Blue”. The new ved from
th rts at Kooyongin hardeourt Melbourne Park two
decades ago.

Iesallalong vay from whe thefirsttournament of s type was held i 1905 twas then know s
th ips and was held atthe Cricket inStKilda
Road, Melbourne. Due to Australia' very few foreign playe dthe

, as it took European players 45 days to take the
trip by ship in the 19205, Itwasn 't until 1968 that the “Open era” began.

1t 1 d i who prop: into the
stratosphere, when he entered the comp’ for the first time in 1995 (by
then, the contest had moved to Melbourne Park, next to the
Melbourne Cricket ince then, no great players have missed
~ unless, of course, i
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Queensland-born competitor Samantha Stosur, ranked women’s
el ety ¥ ik et o e word 5
don't think ent Openhas,” Stos . “The
crowds get sointo it and it makes for a real carnival atmosphere.”

Stosur was an avid Australian Open fan even as a young girl. “When I was eight years old, my parents
tookmy brothers and  to the women'sfinal of the Aussie Open. It was betveen Steffi Graf and
v Steffi tennis outfit and it

my two 1remember I d d
was just the best day!”

Speeilogein take Stosur's leadinsoaking up the carnival

ide from the tennis,
mnl\ldmg pamper sessions at Garnier World; interactive games and
player it FanFest; Shop;
and’ i Off-site ill also be broad
ona giant screen over four key days at “live site” Federation Square
(cnr Flinders and Swanston sts, Melbourne, tel: +61 (3) 9655 1900).

Visitors will y want to takein tylish in town, with some
shopping on Chapel Street, South Yarra, cakes and coffee in St Kilda, and Italian dining on Lygon

Street, Carlton.

‘Adelaide-born competitor Alicia Molik, who will be competing in both the singles and doubles at the
Open, can vouch for the local dining experience. “I always go for a pre-match short black.
Melbourne has the best coffee — we're spolt!”

Molik, who s ranked women's world number 58, says: “The location s second to none — you can be
watching a match at Rod Laver, jump on a tram and ben a great restaurant either in the city or in
South Yarra within 15 minutes, or 20 if you decide that St Kilda is your spot.”

Finally, spectators should be prepared for the weather, s the Aussie Open is known for its
notoriously hot days — sunscreen, i i
though? To have fun.

Afterall, how oft playon p?
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Hairfree
the Number 1
choice for

PERMANENT HAIR REDUCTION?
Click here to

s Melbourne and Oseka clebrate the goth
anniversary of their sister-city relationship
we size up some atfractions in these two towns
which, with their mutual love for food,
nightlife fashion and art, have morein
common than youd imagine

Stand out from the crowd in unique designs
found in these secret Melbourne shopping
spots

Your bags will be bulging after visiting these
super shopping cities

Drink It

We hit the streets of Melbourne to uncover
some of the city’s best drinking holes, with a
little help from TV host Andrew G

Webeat the drum for the most sizling
outdoor music festivals

Private Pool Villas




